
 
 
 
Evidence to suggest where Emmerson, Murgatroyd and Co / Heaton Foundry 
was located and their involvement in the Anderton Boat Lift.  
 
Emmerson, Murgatroyd and Co. fabricated and constructed the original 1875 
Anderton Boat Lift. There is a plaque on the side of the boat lift (see document No.2) 
which confirms this. It is probable that the hydraulics were manufactured at their sister 
company in Liverpool. (see document No.4. - Morris & Co.'s Directory & Gazetteer of 
Cheshire, 1874) 
 
The exact location of the Heaton Foundry was on Gordon Street and Lancashire Hill 
which was situated by the Stockport Basin of the Manchester and Stockport Canal 
(see documents No.1 and 6). 
 
 
Attached are a number of documents to support this hypothesis. 
 
 
List of documents: 
 

1. Map showing the Heaton Foundry (National Library of Scotland – Maps) 
 

2. Photograph of manufacturers plaque on the Anderton Boat lift 
 

3. Photograph of an Emmerson and Murgatroyd invoice from 1869  
 

4. Page from the Morris & Co.'s Directory & Gazetteer of Cheshire, 1874 
- https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/120639 

 
5. Murgatroyd document showing time line 

- https://www.middlewich-heritage.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Welcome-to-Murgatroyd.pdf 

 
6. Photograghs showing the current site where the Heaton Foundry  

was located. 
 

7. Daniel Adamson’s association with the Heaton Foundry in 1850,  
(famous for championing the development of the Manchester Ship Canal) 
- https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/people/ap28433/adamson-daniel 
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6. 
 Corner of Gordon Street and Lancashire Hill, Stockport 

 

 
 

 
 

      



 
7. 
 
 Daniel Adamson’s association with the Heaton Foundry in 1850 

 
Born in Shildon, County Durham in 1820, Daniel Adamson was educated at Edward Walton 
Quaker school. He left school aged 13 to take up an apprenticeship with Timothy Hackworth, 
engineer to the Stockton and Darlington Railway. After his apprenticeship, he continued to 
work under Hackworth as a draughtsman and engineer. By 1850, Adamson was the general 
manager of the Stockton and Darlington engine works. He left the Stockton works in 1850 to 
become the manager of the Heaton foundry, Stockport. 

A year later, Adamson established his own ironworks at Newton Moor, Dukinfield. He 
expanded the works by building a foundry in 1852, known as the Newton Moor Iron Works. 
The company manufactured engines and boilers, initially to designs by Hackworth. 
Adamson's improvements to the boiler designs led to the development of the Manchester 
Boiler. Expansion of the company through the international success of the Manchester Boiler 
enabled Adamson to build a new factory in Dukinfield in 1872, under the company name 
Daniel Adamson & Co. The success of the company also allowed Adamson to experiment 
with foundry processes and boiler manufacturing, improving boiler design and manufacturing 
processes. Between 1852 and 1888, Adamson took out nineteen patents relating to 
engineering and metallurgy. 

Extract from: https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/people/ap28433/adamson-daniel 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compiled by David Alan Williams 
 

29/08/24 

https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/people/ap28433/adamson-daniel

